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Preventive Conservation Workshop

Preventive Conservation Training Workshop was conducted at the Royal Textile Academy from the 7th to 18th 
January 2019. 

The workshop was facilitated by Mrs. Julia Brennan, an expert Textile Conservator from Washington DC, USA. It 
examined the role of preventive conservation in museums by introducing materials commonly found in collections, 
the causes of their deterioration and the resources available to identify and mitigate collection risks.  Participants 
learnt how to handle objects, how to record object conditions in written and photographic formats, and understand 
the ethics that govern conservation. Specifically, each sector was taught to apply to the circumstances of RTA. 
The course was taught using PowerPoint lectures, demonstrations, visual examination of materials and artifacts, 
readings, discussions, and a final presentation.  

A total of 19 participants who were curators, conservators, and staff from Royal Textile Academy, Textile Museum, 
Thangka Conservation Center in Thimphu, The National Museum in Paro, Trongsa Ta Dzong Museum, and 
Ogyen Choling Palace Museum in Bumthang took part in the training workshop. The workshop was for a period 
of two weeks. The first week included all 19 participants while the second week of the workshop was designed 
especially for the staff of the Royal Textile Academy and Textile Museum. 

During the workshop, Ms. Brennan also taught about risks assessment and 10 threats, introduction to temperature 
and Relative Humidity (Rh), introduction to textile storage and display, and many hands-on practicums. 

In the second week of the workshop she taught about display and making of archival boxes, custom mounts and 
housings for Royal Crowns and Boots. In addition, they were also taught how to develop humidification chamber 
for stiff artifacts and textile treatment, and localized stain removal method.

The participants with the Executive Director of RTA and 
trainer during the closing ceremony of the workshop.

Participants engaged in making archival boxes to 
preserve artifacts in the museum.
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The RTA is working with Lhuentse Dzongkhag Administration to develop Jigme Namgyel Naktshang as a heritage 
centre. In this context, Mr. Kuenga Lhendup, Deputy Director, RTA visited Lhuentse to start drafting the object 
labels. During the visit, he also met Dasho Dzongda and members of the Working Committee where he made a 
presentation on the exhibition layout and updated on the progress of works being implemented by the RTA. The 
centre is tentatively scheduled to open in February 2020.

Wangchuck Heritage Centre

Assistant Communications Officer of RTA attended a training on Strategic Communications for CSOs in Thimphu. 
It was conducted by Bhutan Media and Communications Institute ((BMCI) from the 7th to 10th of January 2019. 
The training was supported by European Union through Helvetas Bhutan as a part of capacity building for CSOs 
in Bhutan. 

The participants were taught about marketing and advertising which are also equally important for CSOs. The 
most important session included developing communication plan for events and communication strategy for an 
organisation. In order to fulfill the organization’s mission and vision and also to successfully measure the impacts 
of the programmes, it was found that having a communication strategy is very important.  Other sessions also 
included developing media campaign. 

Strategic Communications Workshop for CSOs

Jigme Namgyel Naktshang in Dungkar, Lhuentse.

The participants from CSOs with the donor, trainer 
and BMCI staff.
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Dispute on 17th NDAC 2018 resolved 

Following a dispute on the First Prize Winning Kira at the 17th National Design and Art Competition - 2018, a 
committee was formed to investigate the case. It has been ascertained that Ms. Karma Seldon holding Bhutanese 
CID No. 10603000716 from Khoma in Lhuentse is the actual weaver of the prize winning kira. The title was earlier 
claimed by Ms. Jigme Choden holding Bhutanese CID No. 11506004511 during the Prize Awarding ceremony 
on November 5, 2018. However, the committee has not been able to establish the identity of the designer due to 
lack of conclusive evidence.

Hence, the committee forfeited the certificate and prize money of Nu. 72,000 from Ms. Jigme Choden and have 
awarded the same to Ms. Karma Seldon who is the actual weaver. The committee has also seized the certificate and 
cash prize of Nu. 48,000 from Mrs. Thinley Zangmo holding Bhutanese CID No. 10905000333 who claimed 
to be the designer for the same piece. Both Ms. Jigme Choden and Mrs. Thinley Zangmo will hereon be barred 
from participating in the NDAC for next three years beginning 2019 for willfully violating the Declaration of 
Originality Form signed upon submission of the prize winning kira for the competition. 

The committee issued a public notification in the national newspaper Kuensel to disseminate the right information. 
Following the notification, Kuensel also covered a detailed story on the issue.

National Design and Art Competition (NDAC) is an annual event organized by the Royal Textile Academy and 
the Textile Museum, Department of Culture to motivate and recognize the skills and creativity of the Bhutanese 
artisans.

Mrs. Karma Seldon reclaims her winning piece in Kira Category 
for the 17th NDAC
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Maintenance at Phase III

The facilities team carried out maintenance works at various sites at the Phase III including maintenance of CCTV 
monitor maintenance at the Textile Museum.
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637 visitors in January 2019
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